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Birthday 
B. David Kombako 
 
Candles, candies, and cakes 
balloons and paper plates 
sweet little squeals of delight 
that crack the still afternoon air 
 
wishes evaporate from one heart 
to another  
the past is fondled with nostalgia 
the future contemplated with caution 
 
a lone balloon drifts upwards 
into unknown paths 
guided only by the soft breeze 
gathering memories as it floats away 
to eternity 
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is currently a teaching assistant at the University of Papua New Guinea, and is involved 
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